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For many years, scholarly consensus defined the Southern Renaissance as a
flowering of letters in the U.S. South between World War | and World War
Il. According to this traditional approach, the Renaissance was sparked by
the work of the Fugitives/Southern Agrarians, supremely exemplified in the
fiction of William Faulkner, and enhanced by a host of other writers from
Thomas Wolfe to Eudora Welty. Later scholars, however, took issue with
the designated timeframe for the movement and with what they argued
was an exclusionary process of canon formation. Informed by the triadic
focus of critical theory on race, class, and gender, these scholars sought to
expand the scope of both the traditional time period and the canon—or, in
some cases, to question the conceptual validity of the “Southern
Renaissance” altogether. One consequence of this revisionary enterprise
was a broadening of the canon to include more African American and
women writers, as well as practitioners of social realism during a
burgeoning of class conscious and politically inflected writing in the

| Depression years.

This course will undertake a thorough examination of the Southern
Renaissance as a distinctive literary movement. Focusing on selected
novels—some of them traditional choices, others not—we will engage in
close readings of texts and read them in relation to their historical and
cultural contexts. Also, we will trace the concept of the “Southern
Renaissance” in literary scholarship from the New Criticism to the New
Southern Studies, exploring how it has played a crucial role in the process of
“inventing southern literature,” to borrow critic Michael Kreyling’s phrase.
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